
E.W. Pearson Sr., and according to Black Highlander Collection at UNC-Asheville’s Ramsey Library, he was born in 1872 in Glen 
Alpine, N.C., and moved to Asheville in 1906. He established the Asheville branch of the NAACP, serving as its first president, 
and served as the first president of the local chapters of the Universal Negro Improvement Association and the N.C. Negro 
Improvement Association. He is remembered for founding Asheville’s first black baseball team, the Asheville Royal Giants, in 
the late 1910s, according to Bill Ballew‘s A History of Professional Baseball in Asheville (The History Press, 2007). And he was 
the founder and organizer of an agricultural fair begun in 1914 that drew thousands to West Asheville’s Pearson Park—which 
Pearson also established. He died in 1946 at the age of 74. *Source: Mountain Express 

	

	
	
	

The E. W. Pearson Project Collaborative Overview 
	
The E.W. Pearson Project Collaborative has established a platform of 
formalized collaboration, including strategic development of 
overlapping group goals, while celebrating the individuality of each 
group. 
 

The outcomes of the cross-cultural pollination are resulting in a united 
front that is serving as a way to support and rebuild the connectivity of 
neighborhoods and community. The neighborhoods’ partnerships are 
leveraging social and historic capital to begin to create significant 
changes in areas that have need investment and support for decades.  
 

To date the Collaborative has increased the number of people who 
have participated in their input sessions, monthly meetings, 
neighborhood celebrations, and special events.  To date over 1,000 
people have helped to decide the future of the Collaborative’s 
neighborhoods. 
 

Over 400 volunteers from the Collaborative’s communities, citizens of 
Asheville, students from Carolina Day School, Mars Hill University, 
Warren Wilson College, the University of North Carolina at Asheville, 
Ramapo College, University of South Florida, volunteers from Habitat 
for Humanity, Mountain Housing Opportunities, Mission Health, 
Carolina Day School and others to volunteer within our communities.  
The volunteers have provided over 500 volunteer hours improving the 
Collaborative’s communities. 
 

The E. W. Pearson Project Collaborative is appreciative of the funds 
provided by the Buncombe County Commissioners and the support 
given by the Staff from Buncombe County government. 

Lessons learned from the 
Collaborative process: 
 
“It's given communities 
funding that helps them 
shape their communities. 
Give communities control 
of their own destiny. Give 
them the opportunity to 
identify where the need 
is. Giving the community 
to identify the children as 
our future – we’re able to 
watch our kids grow, 
they're short changed and 
they have to face negative 
adversity, but they want 
to learn and they've 
scored better this past 
year because of the 
afterschool programs. 
We're shaping history 
ourselves, we don't have 
someone coming in and 
saying, "This is what you 
need." We're leaving a 
legacy that they can build 
upon.” 
  
Source: Members of the 
Collaborative 


